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Patron 

William Currie 
 

President 
Hayden Rorke 

 

Board of Directors 
Hilton Chapman Andrew Dainton, Andrew Lennon, 

Dr Elizabeth Swinburn, Hugh Trollope, Rick Seton SC, Georgia Separovich 
 

Honorary Secretary 
None Appointed 

 

Honorary Life Members 
H D Boland, C C Pike, H Crow, C Burton-Smith, T J Harrison, G A Wilson, G H Townend, 

P C Harrison, R G Hill, B F Shirvington, L D Evans, R A Davidson, G M Fountain, J B Carroll, 
J S Neal, N J Campbell, R N Heather, W D Twible, R A Pearson, S W Rhall, W G Gibson, 

A B Frew, D L Logan, P J Kearney, D A Ditton, J H Knox, Mrs. F Warman, W G Hearl, 
F E McMahon, A C Rea, J E Kable, H Naughton, T Allan, B J Wilson, P Serisier, C Blunt Snr,  

N Eakins 
 

Hall of Fame 
C Pike, D Logan, M Spalding, R Davidson, C Blunt, B Allan, T Allan, M Hartill, B Kable, 

 J Kable, A Summons, S Mortlock, R Grant 
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Gordon Honour Board 
 

Club Championships  1949, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1971, 1972, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1978, 1993, 
1998 

1st Grade Premiers       1949, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1958, 1976, 1993, 1995, 1998, 2007  
Trevor Allan Cup Winner,  

    8 times runner-up 
2nd Grade Premiers     1961, 1972, 1974, 1976, 1981,  
    10 times runner-up 
3rd Grade Premiers   1959, 1967, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1977, 1980, 1983, 1993, 2008, 2009 
    14 times runner-up 
4th Grade Premiers  1949, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1955, 1958, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1974, 1975,  
    1980, 1985, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1999, 2000, 2007  
    9 times runner-up  
1st Grade Colts                    3 times runner- up 
2nd Grade Colts Premiers 1974, 1981, 1995, 1998  
    8 times runner- up 
3rd Grade Colts Premiers    1986, 1987, 1988, 1996, 2009 
    5 times runner- up 
4th Grade Colts Premiers  1987, 1988, 1990, 1996, 2009  
    2 times runner- up 
¦ƴŘŜǊ мфΩǎ   1995 
    2 times runner-up 
 

Representatives 
Australia 

In the 80-year period 1936 ς 2016 the Highlanders have produced 34 Australian Internationals, 
 4 of whom were Australian Captains. 

The Honour Board reads: 
CΦ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ 5Φ /ŀǊǊƛŎƪΣ ¢Φ !ƭƭan (c), B. Piper, A. Tonkin, B. Wilson, R. Davidson (c), B. Johnson, 
 J. Phipps, P. Phipps, A. Summons, E. Purkiss, R. Meadows, K. Yanz, D. Logan, N. Latimer, D. 

Shepherd, R. Batterham, B. Taafe, P. Sullivan (c), D. Burnett, L. Monaghan, J. Ryan, S. Cutler, M. 
Hartill, A. Daly, A. Blades, A. Ekert, A. Murdoch, A. Dempsey, C. Blades, M. Hardy, J. Langford,  

T Wallace, S. Mortlock (c). 
 

State/ Province/ Other Countries 
There have been 78 Gordon players represent at the State / Provincial level,  

2 players V. Ratu and D. Harvey have represented in Australian Sevens,  
4 players, J Wilson, D. Haylet-Petty, B Whittaker and J. Turner have represented in the Australian 
¦ƴŘŜǊ нмΩǎ. J Dempsey represented in Australia Under нлΩǎ and 6 players have played for other 
national teams: M. Graham (NZ), S. Rokobaro (Fiji), M. Hercus (USA), and A. Mower (Scotland), 
Jack Parfitt (Hong Kong), E Olmstead (Canada, Test and ¦ƴŘŜǊ нлΩǎύ ŀƴŘ a tŀǊŦƛǘǘ όIƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ 

¦ƴŘŜǊ нлΩǎύ. 
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Representatives in 2016 
 

Australian Barbarians 
Matt Hayter 
Waratahs 

(Super Rugby) 
Jack Dempsey 

Macquarie University Sydney Rays 
(National Rugby Championship) 

Jack Dempsey 

 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ - 2016 

 

The 2016 season started out with much promise both on and off the field. With all Colts Teams 
making the Semi Finals in 2015 and new sponsors on board we had a strong foundation to work 
from. 
It is important for all our members to realise the reality of modern Club Rugby from a financial 
perspective. 
The GRFC operates on a turnover of approximately $450,000.  We have other Shute Shield clubs 
operating on 3 times this amount.  The Shute Shield operates rightly or wrongly on a salary cap of 
$200,000.  This includes scholarships etc. from UTS, UNSW and Sydney Uni.   
DwC/ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ 
club level in Shute Shield, I think it is important to advise our members where we sit.  There is 
clearly a correlation between financials and the degree of success, especially at Grade level on the 
field. 
GRFC has been traditionally a community family-based club, which has ridden on the back of its 
huge junior base on the North Shore of Sydney. 

Our Management ς The Board 

We welcomed two new board members to the team in 2016. 
Georgia Separovich has been a massive positive influence on our club in 2016. 
A Yale Graduate and Elite rower, Georgia is forging a career with KPMG.  Georgia set up our 
Foundation early in 2016 which is now up and running. (see report) 
Richard Seton SC (Rick) is a former Gordon and Randwick player who has a son, Andrew, playing 
for Gordon Rugby club. 
Rick has been a great asset to the club with his legal and rugby background. 
The club would like to thank and acknowledge the contribution of two Directors who will not be 
being standing for re-election in 2017, Hugh Trollope and Andrew Lennon for their work on the 
Board.  We wish Hugh all the best for the next chapter in his life moving to the Gold Coast to be 
closer to family.  We thank Andrew for his tireless work chairing the Rugby Committee. 

Our Members 

We thank all our members who support the club throughout the year. Your support and 
encouragement is vital to the ongoing success and development of our club.  
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Our Sponsors 

The club would like to thank our Sponsors for their support during 2016. 
As mentioned, Shute Shield Rugby Clubs could not survive without support from Sponsors. 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ aƛƴƎŀǊŀΣ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
the fourth year of our arrangement with Mingara Leisure Group. The Club is indebted to Paul 
Barnett, the CEO of Mingara and his Board.  It is worth noting we played our first competition 
match at the Mingara fields on the Central Coast this season. 
UTS is another extremely important partner for Gordon Rugby.  We have an excellent relationship 
with the UTS team, headed by Liz Morgan-Brett, together with Aimee Purcell and Fudge Atshan.  
We have recently approached UTS to review our scholarship amount as we potentially have the 
largest and strongest intake of players coming to the club. 
I would like to acknowledge Dave Telfer for his work in recruitment, in getting young athletes into 
our incredible Colts program over the last few years. 
I would also like to acknowledge and thank Glenn Curran of Curran Property for his generous 
support of Gordon Rugby Club.  Glenn is a regular supporter at Chatswood Oval.  We look forward 
to a long relationship with Curran Property. 

Our Community Involvement 

Gordon Rugby takes its community responsibility very seriously. We are involved in various 
community events. 
ANZAC Day, we are represented by coaches, players and the Board members at various Dawn 
Services where we lay a wreath in memory of our fallen soldiers.  We also do work with various 
charities. 
Gordon Rugby Club would like to thank the amazing volunteers who both support and work within 
the club.  The work you do does not go unnoticed and is much appreciated. 
People like Dick Huey, Tim Carroll, heard on the microphone and ringing the bell.  Our Grade Team 
Managers led by Ivo Clarke, Peter Hearl, Al Kirkby, Kev Kenny, Steve Quoyle, Ben and Priscilla 
Clarke, Sam Milgate and Jim Viersey ς your support and work is much appreciated. 

Our Juniors Engagement 

We enjoy a strong relationship with our Gordon Juniors. There are several Gordon men and 
women involved with the Juniors under the leadership of President Brad Harrison.  We will 
continue to work closely to foster our Juniors through our strong Colts programme. 

Macquarie University Sydney Rays 

We had a limited representation this year with Waratah Jack Dempsey our only selected player.  
Jack has enjoyed a stellar season with his first run on appearances for the Waratahs.  The 
Wallabies have a massive Spring Tour coming up with 5 test matches.  We wish Jack all the best for 
selection on this tour as one of four Development Players accompanying the main squad. 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ DƻǊŘƻƴ !ƭǳƳƴƛ άFOGSέ 

Gordon Rugby Club would like to thank the FOGS for their ongoing support.  The FOGS Committee 
turning up on home games to provide hospitality to fellow FOGS and Club sponsors alike is very 
much appreciated. 
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The Gordon Rugby Foundation 

This is great news for our Club. 
This is now up and running and is a tax-effective platform to donate to the club.  We have received 
several donations which the Club is very grateful for.  We look to build on this to provide a 
financial platform to benefit our Club for years to come. 
Gordon Rugby Club would like to thank Board Member Georgia Separovich for her work in getting 
this facility set up. 
 
Life Member and Hall of Fame Inductees 
!ǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ bƻǊƳ 9ŀƪƛƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀƴimously elected as a Life Member of 
the Club for his many years of service as a player, coach and archivist for the club. Richard Grant 
was unanimously elected to the Gordon Hall of Fame for his many years of service as a player and 
coach. To Norm and RG, we congratulate you on your well-deserved recognition. 
 
With such positive things happening in and around our Club, we look forward to a great year 
ahead!! 

Hayden Rorke 
President - Gordon Rugby Football Club Ltd 

 
Financial Report - 2016 

 

The Finance, AdminƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
position continues to improve and is a major priority for the Board. The club has met all its 
commitments under agreed Schemes of Arrangement, having settled all historical debts to 
Creditors and Players except the repayment of the Pat Serisier Fund, and the Boyle Loan. The last 
two players were paid in November 2016. This will reflect in the 2017 Financial Year results 
 
At the end of the financial year, the club has a profit of $ 171,112. Included in this is $29,025 ς 
Australian Sports Foundation Donations (Gordon Foundation) which is not available for General 
Revenue requirements. 
 
hǳǊ ǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άLŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƛǘέ. It is a very simple 
approach that continues to serve us well.  
 
Our financial objectives are underpinned with a strong governance focus. The Finance, 
Administration and Governance Committee is comprised of Hilton Chapman, Peter Sherwood, 
Peter Bull, Peter Hearl and John Boughton. I would like to thank them all for their contributions to 
the committee and to Peter Sherwood who spends an enormous amount of time paying creditors, 
invoicing and chasing debtors, preparing financial statements, annual reports and budgets, giving 
sound advice and retrieving historical documents. Peter is an invaluable resource for our club and 
he does all this whilst running the FOGS as well. 

 
Andrew Dainton 

For and on behalf of the Finance, Administration and Governance Committee 
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Director of Rugby Report ς 2016 

 
There is no hiding from the fact that the 2016 rugby season was a difficult one for the Gordon 
Rugby Club on the field. After an excellent pre-season and continued strong recruitment in our 
Colts program the club was expecting to leverage off the 2015 season and really make a statement 
in the Shute Shield competition. There are a number of excuses as to why we did not perform as 
well as we would have hoped and some of these are valid. However, as a club we need to 
overcome those setbacks and continue to build our culture by lifting our performance both on and 
off the field.  
Injury setbacks and senior players leaving the grade ranks did give a number of our 2015 Colts the 
opportunity to debut in first grade during 2016. Up to six players from the Colts made their first 
grade debut. The experience gained by these young players will be invaluable as we look towards 
the future. Overall we had more than twenty Colts come up and play Grade during the 2016 
season. This injection is the highest intake we have had in over five years. This increased player 
depth is needed as the injury toll for our players remains too high. The injury toll is one element 
that the club is clearly looking to focus on during the off-season. 
 
From a Grade perspective, the Board would like to thank all the coaches for their time and efforts. 
When teams are losing, it is easy to lose focus but our coaches set a great example to their players 
and were always positive. It is a credit to the coaches and those players that came up from lower 
grades and performed outstandingly against bigger and more experienced sides. Once again a 
special thank you to Ian Crothers who had an enormous task towards the end of the season to find 
fifteen fit players and actually played himself to ensure we had a team.  
 
Our Colts were once again a highlight for the club coming third overall in the Colts Club 
Championship behind Sydney Uni and Randwick. As in 2015 we were able to field four Colts teams 
with no other Shute Shield club having a 4ths Colts competing in a competition which ours did 
with the Radford Cup. This clearly shows that the club is moving in the right direction and we need 
to ensure that our excellent numbers in Colts continue to move through to Grade. Even though we 
exited the finals early I know that the disappointment of losing the 1st Colts semi-final will be 
driving these players as they move into grade next year. Once again congratulations to David 
Telfer and the Colts coaches for their efforts this season.  
 
I would like to thank Geoff Townsend and Tim Wallace who will be moving on from coaching. The 
club appreciates the effort and knowledge that you have put into our 1st Grade team over the last 
three years. As a result, the club has gone through a vigorous process and appointed Mark Philp to 
Head Coach and Coaching Director. Mark took on the Coaching Director role this year and made 
some very positive changes. With the Head Coach role now added to his responsibilities we look 
forward to Mark being able to develop his program which will be implemented across the whole 
club.  
 
Once again thank you to all players, coaches, support staff, sponsors and supporters. The time and 
effort you put in is greatly appreciated. The rugby program would like to also thank the FOG's who 
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are a huge contributor both financially and in volunteer time to the successful running of the 
Gordon Rugby Club. Our 2016 season was not what we would have hoped for. It is up to each of 
this above group to ensure that we have the right attitude and professional manner so that 
Gordon Rugby returns to being a force within the Shute Shield Competition. 

Andrew Lennon 
For and on behalf of the Rugby Committee 

 

1st Grade Report ς 2016 
 

 
 

Back left to right: Ivo Clarke (Mgr), Peter Hearl (Mgr), Al Kirkby (Mgr), Mark Philp (Asst Coach), Jack 
McGuire, Ruairidh Wilson, Jordan Goddard, Roni Scarano, Geoff Townsend (Coach), Tim Wallace 
(Asst Coach), Kev Kenny (Mgr) 
Seated left to right: Sam Mete, Erik Moss, Tobias Gukibau, Terry Preston, Nick Frazer, Alex Barker, 
Brandon Quinn 
Standing left to right: Alex Gregory, Benroy Asa Sala, Andrew Seton, Math McDougall, Luke 
Papworth, Pali Balekena 
 

aŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

expense of what the team achieved and the obstacles it was forced to overcome.  If measured 

purely on total wins the season was an abject failure but if we need to search a little further this is 

far from the truth. 
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Three years ago the Rugby Board made a totally correct decision to build through our Colts that 

had inexplicitly been left to waste, suffering the indignity of having only one Colts team in 2013.  

Unfortunately, after missing out on number of local blue chip recruits i.e.) Kellaways, Deegan, 

Hannigan etc. in 2014 to a voracious opponent we have repaired that situation to now being one 

of the Premier Colts programs.  The translation from Colts success to Grade usually manifests itself 

some three years down the track. 

The reason this is significant is that our traditional foe, Norths went through a similar situation a 

few years before us and have successfully built through their Colts, winning a Premiership this year 

was probably a year ahead of their wildest dreams but give our current playing group eighteen 

months to two years and we will be finals bound, not saying that a competition will be won but we 

will be in their swinging for the fences.  

.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ όŦƻǳǊ !/[Ωǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ƛǎ 

made in anger) but also Waratahs, work, study, family, retirement, overly ambitious fathers saw 

us forced to use 55 players in 1st Grade including 24 rookies, this is close to double what you 

would normally expect, once again the team that won the competition had around eleven players 

that played every game. 

At the commencement of preseason Wal, Philpy and I were excited about our potential 1st Grade 

squad but if you lose Fraser, Loapo, Ralulu, Kelly, Wilkinson, A Goddard, Hobden, Heavey, Johnson, 

Pixley, J Goddard, Vukinamualevu, Rissman, Dempsey, Rorke, T.Preston, Curtin, Hayter, 

Carmichael, Shirvington, McGregor, Tuisavasii, Simkin, Leslie, K Quinn, Ala, Carruthers, Butler all 

potential 1st Graders for large portions of the season and unfortunately in most cases all of the 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

Grades. 

As a coaching team, we were delighted in the effort that our players put in each week where we 

often using 3rd and even 4th string options and apart from an early season performance against 

Randwick, a poor 1st round effort against Norths and a bad half against Eastwood our players 

competed to the best of their ability. 

A special mention to Rui, Tobes and Mossy who were the only regular top Graders who played all 

season and have done so, often with injury throughout the last three years.  Round 13, 2015 we 

looked as though we were headed for greater glory after beating Uni and pushing to the edge of 

the play offs.  Unfortunately, those three players were the only members of that team to play a 

regular part of the rest of that and this season.  

 There are potentially exciting things ahead for the playing group with the likely return of a 

number of players from injury, the further development of the exciting group of younger players 

exposed to 1st Grade this year as well as the extremely talented Colts graduating to Grade.  Mark 

and his team should be relishing the opportunity to work with this group of players and push 

Gordon back to the upper echelon of the Premiership. 
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Finally, Thanks to Hayden and Board for their great support over the last three years.  Also, a 

special mention to Ivo, Al, Kev, Peter & Graeme H, Wal, Hugh, Peter S and Georgia and their band 

of merry men and women for looking after the Management of the team.  They ensured 

everything clicked on match day and understood the ability to keep a relaxed atmosphere in the 

dressing room, although Ivo does need to work on his ability to deliver the punch line on his 

repertoire of jokes. 

All the Best and up the Highlanders in 2017. 

Geoff Townsend ς 1st Grade Coach,  
Mark Philp and Tim Wallace ς Assistant Coaches, 

Ivo Clarke, Alan Kirkby, Peter Hearl and Kevin Kenny ς Team Managers 

 
2nd Grade Report - 2016 

 

 
 

Back Row: Alex Knight, Mark Fargus (Coach), William Cedric, Tom Parrish, Ace Naati, Hugh Cropley 

Standing: David Zwart (Asst. Coach), Matt Hayter, Lachlan Camp, Tom Carruthers, Alec Palmer, 
Andrew Bligh, Ben Butler, Justin Rodgie, Andrew Boyce, Cam Del Moro, Karl Goodman (S&C), 
Steve De Lorenzo (Trainer), Steve Quoyle (Mgr) 
Seating: Sam Milgate, Val Castellan, Michael Manners Lachie Mitchel, Andrew Chapman, Cam 
Thorburn, Alex Barker 
Absent: Peter Koen (Asst. Coach) 
 
Coaching at Gordon is always fun. The club always tries to provide an atmosphere in which players 
can develop and enjoy their Rugby, and 2016 was no exception. 
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This team started the season well, and strong wins over Warringah and Wests stood out. But a 
horror injury run in first grade saw many move up a grade before they were ready, and results did 
not go our way. This situation pulled many players out of their comfort zone and up into levels 
they were not ready for, both physically and tactically. To the credit of all involved, the whole 
group never took a backward step ς never gave up ς always looking to get better. Some players 
will move on and play first grade as their careers develop. Others will never play at this level again. 
But ALL can take credit for representing the club to the best of their abilities. 
 
I would like to thank all the coaches and officials throughout the club for their co-operation and 
good spirits. I think that interaction between coaches is one area the club should develop in years 
to come.  I would like to highlight the efforts of David Zwart and Peter Koen in their roles as 
coaches in the 2nd Grade set up. Both worked hard to create an atmosphere that guided self-
improvement and promoted determination and contribution. The knowledge these two men 
shared with the group was a major factor in personal improvement and team development. 
Thanks also to Steve Quoyle and all the others who came and gave support at various times. 
 
My final comments go out to all the players. It has been a pleasure to mix with such a diverse and 
colourful group of people. I hope that many of you will do some work in the off-season and 
become better Rugby players. I look forward to seeing your talents develop and I know that the 
results we did not quite get in 2016 will fade into memory and the better results will come.  
Thanks to each of you for your contributions in 2016. 

 
Mark Fargas - Coach 

 David Zwart / Peter Koenς Assistant Coaches, 
Steve Quoyle and Sam Milgateς Team Managers 

 

3rd Grade Report - 2016 
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. 

Back Row: Conor Walsh, Greg Lee (Asst. Coach), Jordan Williams 
Second Row: Richard Grant (Coach), Ben Clarke (Manager), Priscilla Clarke (Manager), Billy 
Naati, Scott Pursell, Val Castellan, Sam Bennetts, Seaton Humphries, Ross Aitken, Alex 
Simms, Lachlan Camp, Kieran Lewis (Asst. Coach) 
Front Row: Nick Brown, David Serukai, James Fletcher (Captain), Luke Gardner, James 
Byrne, Sean Fagan 
 
The Third Grade season was not up to standard, recording four wins for the season, when 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ DǊŀŘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
capacity to match it with any opposition in the competition, however we lacked the ability 
to do it for the full 70 ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ week in week out. As a yard stick, if we compare our 
performances against the top teams in the competition and the grand finalists there is 
much to do to be a real threat in the 3rd Grade competition.  
 
Whilst our results this year were ultimately disappointing the effort at training and during 
the games could not be questioned. Herein lies the true spirit of the Gordon Rugby Club. 
Not that all was lost though. In adversity, tough people stand up for what they represent, 
opportunities were created and potential is unmasked. Several exciting young players were 
unearthed that will make visiting Chatswood a delight in future winters. 
To all the players involved in Third Grade during the year (and there were many ς over 50 
players were used throughout the year), thank you for your efforts at training and every 
Saturday. Credit must be given to the players, both senior and new to grade, who despite 
our performances still managed to maintain a fantastic team spirit and camaraderie. 
 
Many people contributed to the season and space prevents a full expression of what your 
efforts mean to the players and coaching staff. A huge thank you to the people who 
volunteer their time for the club, all your work is greatly appreciated and does not go 
unnoticed, to the coaches and managers of the other grades, thank you for sharing your 
knowledge, enthusiasm and advice throughout the year.  
To my co-coaches, Greg Lee and Kieran Lewis, whose love and passion for the game is 
unquestionable, their contribution to the team this year was outstanding and the passion 
they express is an infectious trait. I was very fortunate to have had the opportunity to 
coach with them this year. 
 
Many thanks to our amazingly good humoured and vigilant managers Ben and Priscilla 
Clarke, Saturdays would have been immeasurably more difficult without their efforts. 
Congratulations to our award winners for 2016: 

¶ 3rd Grade Best and Fairest (Players Player) ς Luke Gardner  

¶ 3rd Grade Sportsmanship Awardς James Fletcher 

¶ Also, congratulations to our Leading point scorers Alex Barker, Josh Mitchell and 
Andrew Bligh. 

There is a determination from many at the club to ensure we return to more successful 
times, and certainly many of the ingredients already exist. Enjoy the off-season and look 
forward to the 2017 season. 
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Once again I would like to thank all the players, coaches and volunteers for their 
considerable contribution during the year.  It is such a pleasure, and an honour, to be 
associated with a wonderful bunch of people as we have throughout the club. 

 

Richard Grant (RG) ς Coach,  
Kieran Lewis/ Greg Lee ς Assistant Coaches 
Ben and Priscilla Clarke ς Team Managers 

 

4th Grade Report - 2016 
 

 
 

Back Row: Steve Turner (Asst. Coach), Jim Viesey (Manager), Mark Grivas, Ryan Metelovski, 
James Jackson, David Serukai, James Anpherlaw, Eddie Davies, Alex Simms, Sam Bennetts, 
Oliver Campbell, Ace Naati, Seaton Humphreys, Mark Philp, Will Shirvington, Steve De 
Lorenzo (Trainer) 
Front Row: Matt Wyllie, Zac Scott, Dom Woodward, Isaac Yun, Ian Crothers (Coach), Ben 
Tracy, Paul Katia, Matt Pyne, J P Bae 

 
While it would be true to say that 2016 was another very tough year for Gordon 4th Grade, it 

would also be true to say that it was a slight improvement on the previous year. To illustrate this 

point, below is a table showing some comparisons across the last 3 seasons: 

We managed one more win than in 2015 and finished one place higher on the ladder. One area we 

did not improve on however seems to be with regards to close losses. Last year we finished 4 

games within 7 points of the opposition whereas we had no games this year where this happened. 

In other words, apart from the 3 games we did win, we were well beaten most weeks - more so 

than was the case last year. Our 3 wins came in Round 1 (26 ς 12 over Penrith), Round 5 (29 ς 8 

over Warringah) and in Round 13 (14 ς 12 over Wests). Unfortunately, as the draw would have it, 

we only had the chance to play Penrith and Warringah once. 
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In total, 84 different individuals pulled on the boots and ran out in 4th grade this year. This number 

ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ΨƛƴŦƭŀǘŜŘΩ as many of these players only played one or two games, many of them being 4th 

Grade Colts players who helped us out in the last few games, as well as a few members of the 

Coaching staff, who were helping on the odd occasion. Of these 84 players, only 12 players played 

in 9 games (50% of games) or more. As per 2015, herein lies the key issue for us in that it was very 

difficult to build consistency or any momentum as the team changed drastically from week to 

week. 

Looking to next year, our key focus to achieve improved results in 2016 will need to be a 

continued growth in player numbers. This is particularly important in the back end of the season, 

as a lack of depth in numbers over the last few years has impacted on our ability to compete in the 

last few rounds of the year. 

Big congratulations to our major prize winners at the Presentation Night ς Oliver Campbell who 

ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨtƭŀȅŜǊǎ tƭŀȅŜǊκ.Ŝǎǘ ϧ CŀƛǊŜǎǘΩ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀǘƻƴ IǳƳǇƘǊŜȅǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

пǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ Ψ{ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇΩ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ 

I would like to thank all the higher grade coaches for their support this year the 3rd Grade crew of 

RG, Greg and Kieran who were a great support again to us. Also, a big thanks to Steve Turner. 

{ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ {ǘŜǾŜ De Lorenzo did a 

wonderful job this year as Trainer for both 4s and 2s and so a big thanks to him also, as well as to 

Jimmy Viesey who helped with the Managerial tasks when he was available. 

Lastly, a big thanks to the 4th Grade Colts players, and their Coach Joel Thorpe, who joined our 

ranks for the last few games. Without the support of this brave band of very young players we 

would have struggled to put out a 4th Grade side during those last few games. Well done guys, and 

thanks. 

Ian Crothers ς  Coach 
Steve Turner ς Assistant Coach 

Jim Viesey - Manager 
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1st Grade Colts Report - 2016 
 
 

 
 

Back Row: Sione Afu, Nick Burkett, Sean Dillon, Elliott Gehrig, Rory Vievers, Dom Mete, 
Campbell Clifford, Hosea Fotokava 
Middle Row: Josh Thorndyke, Kirt Anthony, Marcus Hundt, Tom Lever, Jack Margin, Beau 
Petterson, Jack Bowditch, Rob Lacinski, Brett Van Zyl 
Front Row: Josh Parslow (Physio), Rob Barnard (Forwards Coach), Steve Kirkby (Capt), 
David Telfer (Coach), James Lough, James Dainton, Mark Preston (Backs Coach), Bill 
Maclean (Manager) 

 

It is not often that a team finishes the season with 14 wins and 5 losses and you say the side 
underachieved. It is just unfortunate that one of those five losses came in a finals game knocking 
us out. Having had success in 2015 the key focus was to ensure that we built on this success and to 
keep moving forward. Whilst we didn't recruit as many 'stars' as other clubs our key focus is to 
ensure we retain our juniors. This off-season we had 26 junior players return to the club from their 
schools or from other clubs.  
Once again we were very fortunate to have Karl Goodman and North Shore Gym on board to 
ensure our strength and conditioning program is of a high quality. We also had the use of the 
newly-developed Thomson Park as a pre-season base. It was a disrupted pre-season with a 
number of players involved in the Waratahs Gen Blue program meaning we didn't see some of our 
players until the regular season. 
This was not a significant deterrent as we managed to start the season off with back-to-back wins 
against Penrith and Randwick. Of significant note in that Randwick victory was the fact we won 34-
17 with 14 players for more than half a game! Going into Round 11 the side had a 9-1 record and 
was to face the undefeated Sydney University. It went down as almost a Grand Final intensity style 
match with Sydney University calling players down from Grade to strengthen their Colts. Sydney 
Uni ended up winning but it was credit to our boys as they gave them a good tough match. 
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There are many positives to come from the season.  
We have 13 players from our side going up to Grade which will strengthen them. We finished the 
season 3rd in the Colts Club Championship which is an amazing effort. The focus on 2017 is 
ensuring we don't get complacent and we will ensure we will be successful moving forward. I 
would like to thank my assistant coaches, Robbie Barnard and Mark Preston, for their tireless work 
all season and running the side when I wasn't there. I would also like to thank Billy Mac for being 
the manager and ensuring everything went smoothly. I would also finally like to thank the board 
for their support and I hope that this support will continue in 2017. 

David Telfer - Coach 
Robbie Barnard Forwards Coach/Mark Preston ς Backs Coach  

Billy Maclean - Manager 
 

2nd Grade Colts Report - 2016 
 

 
 

Back row: Matt Long, Brandon Marsh, Kirt Anthony, Alex Broad, Ben Wilkinson, Sam 
Frankham, Eric Stene, Oliver Harradine 
Middle Row: Jono Burke, Simon Pursell, Jordan Small, Angus Margin, Jonah Taylor, Elliott 
Gehrig, James Grant, Ritchie Davis, Will Mitchell 
Front Row: Conor Hurley, Gianni Valente (Manager), Cam Clifford (Co Capt), Steve Phipps 
(Coach), Lachie Archer (Co Capt), Sam Phipps (Coach), 
!ōǎŜƴǘΥ IŀƳƛǎƘ tƘƛǇǇǎΣ aŀǊƪ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ό¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊύΣ ¢ƻƳ hΩweilly, Nick Tracey 

 
The 2nd GǊŀŘŜ ŎƻƭǘΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ нлмт ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ team, completely brand new 
ŦǊƻƳ нлмс ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ {ǘŜǾŜ 


